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ClA’s Brothel

{Unknow: g Pairons

Were Gi\}‘eniSD

S By PAUL AVERY .
fc ~ Special to’l‘he Bee

“- SAN FRANCISCO A Central-
Intehgence Agency brothel set up
here in the 1950s was actually a front
for early expenments with LSD and
other drugs. -

> The CIA rented a one-bedroom
apartment on Telegraph Hill in the
spring of 1955, equipped it fully with
microphones, opened it as a brothel
and then fed LSD and other drugs to
the unsuspecting patrons of the pros-
titutes, The Bee has learned.
.\ Agents from the CIA and the
U.S. Bureau of Narcotics were sta-
tioned in front of the apartment
house at 225C .Chestnut: St. to photo-~-
graph the uninformed human guinea
pigs as they entered and left the bro-
th?cll a Source- close to the proyectJ
sa
*i Other agents stationed in a store-

room in the building monitored tape- |

recorded and transmitted the conver-
sations'and sounds: picked up by the
four microphones that were hidden in.
the rented apartment,-the source
sand. R S
,The source:did not know" whether
the $100-a-trick pmstituta, who: were
recruited by a narcotics agent posing
As a hoodlum,’ were-aware of the
drug experiments” or’ whether. ‘they;
too were bemg:drugged and ob-
served. . . o LTI e o o

<’ But a former CIA.apsychologisti
John Gittiner; told a:joint U.S. Senate
committee. hearing .inWashington- at.

-¢co. field office of the Federal Bureau’}
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- ‘The Bee has.learned, however
that Morgan Hall was a fxcnctous_
name adopted by Col. George White,
then the director of the San, Francis-

of Narcotics. White, an Office of Stra-'.
tegic Services agent in World War IL, I
was blocked from becoming a CIA .
agent after the war by J. Edgar-
Hoover, who considered White- a;
publicity hound. White retired from
the. narcotics bureau in 1965 and
became the fire marshal of Stinson

‘that end of the operation, White ar-

Beach. He d1ed Oct. 24 975. - -
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" fthe roof so the sounds from the apart-:
§ment could be transmitted live.to the’

ot

$sion-was on a; trequency anyone'.in- -

of the bordello ‘was equipped for-the-::

v&:n

Using the name Morgan Hall,
White rented a top floor apartment in
the Telegraph Hill building. He
signed checks drawn on a Morgan
Hall bank account at the Bank of
America, The Bee learned.

. White then recruited an East
Coast narcotics agent, Ira C. Fel-
dman, to come to San Francisco to -
pose as a hoodlum and gather a
string of girls for the bordello. . - ~ - -

. While Feldman was_seeing to
‘ranged for-sound technicians:to in’
stall four microphones in.the apart- -
ment, disguising them as’electrical 1
'outlets near the bases of the walls, a .
source connected with the installation
of the bugging devices told The Bee. :- -

»» Two microphones — modet DD43 .
- were installed in the L-shaped liv- .
ing room, which has a glass wall with -
a spectacular view of San Francisco
Bay and the Golden Gate Bridge. .
Another was installed in a hallway
Jeading to the bedroom, which was
‘decorated with red curtains, red
thetallic panels, three framed Tou-
‘Iouse Lautrec posters with black silk
Imats and a French can-can dancer’s

icture. :

Wires. from the mxcrophones

ere run through the walls to a store-

oom in.the building, which was - _
uipped with:two: F~301 tape record-__

ers, the source said. © +- R R
" _‘An antenna was alsoinstalledon .
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Jagents. sitting: in- front ‘of™ the*house’:; '
and taking pictures: of the,persons.”:
entering and leaving, the source said. Y
That element: ol the. operatmn was

ol

stake: out" agenm and the. transrms-

‘the. area. mnght ve monitored, the -
source said.. /¥y & ‘;‘1’&‘*.;.’;:.‘;&5,'

A large’ radi‘etm the living room-

installation. of - television cameras, -
but The Bee's source said he does not-

know whetherthe- cameras were imn‘-

least some of the hookers were aware talled. . _zveid 0 St R
of the experiment and were: used to _ il' b The brothz; y&hic!?t:’ﬁé‘rited ! e

slip the drugs into’ drlnks of, their- : estnut Street address -1
unsuspecting customers.  Gittiner, f,'},fﬂc'éebma; 1956, aattracte:ttale:asf ;
who testified he had been to the San; “ riety of hoodlums, politicians, mil-

. Francisco whorehouse while it was in
( opertion, said le:did ‘hot know if-any g:g:g:e:?d tl?: m:‘ s:'dt‘o the CIA
-of the hookers: lmews they were . works/ - T LR RS i r;mﬁ s;/

ing for the CIA: %y -;?F,(f“"y* g&,%g!?.

1" CIA documents: _
hearing by Sen. Edviud Kemwdy
Mass., said a CIAGperative nam
Morgan Hall .oroanizad ‘the “min
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